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HonorableMayorandMembersoftheCityCouncil:  

Itgivesmegreatpleasuretoreportonthe2010-2011activitiesoftheHumanRelations
Commission (HRC).  Butfirst, onbehalfofmyfellowcommissioners, pleaseallowmeto
thankyouforthesupportyouhavegiventheHRCinallitsendeavorsduringthepast
year. 

IwouldalsoliketothankViceChairLorraineSaint, andParliamentarianOmarZaki, and
myfellowcommissionersArtAlcaraz, PamelaBrown, DavidChandler, Gilberto
Esquivel, KimForeman, JeanneGuzmanJohnKrick, DianeLang, MariaScott, Beth
Skinner, GeorgePerezandGladysWalkerforthesupporttheyhavegivenme.  

TheHumanRelationsCommissionwasestablishedin1966throughthepassageof
OrdinanceNo. 3389andwiththegoalof, “Advocatingforequalopportunity, justice, and
accessintheCityofRiversidetoservicesandopportunities. Fosteringmutual
understandingandrespectbetweenpeople; encouragingeducationandoutreach; and
developingandpromotingprogramstoeliminateprejudiceanddiscrimination.” 

Iamdelightedtoreportonourprogressinachievingthismissionoverthepastyear.   

ACTIVITIESANDEVENTSDURINGTHEPAST12MONTHS

RiversideInternationalFilmFestival: HRChasbeenatraditionalsponsorofthe
RiversideInternationalFilmFestival (RIFF), andRIFFinturnhasreciprocatedby
dedicatinganHRCdayoffilmsonthemessuchasdiversity, equalityandsocialjustice
whichareimportanttotheCommission’sgoals.    

MartinLutherKing, Jr. Walk-A-Thon:  Since2010, HRChasbeenasponsorofthe
annualDr. MartinLutherKing, Jr. Walk-A-Thon.Theeventisdesignedtobringattention
tothecivilrightsmovementanditslegacy, andgeneratefundsforaCivilRights
Institutethatisbeingplannedbytheorganizinggroup, RiversideAfricanAmerican
HistoricalSociety (RAAHS).  Severalcommissioners, includingmyself, participatedin
thethreekilometerwalkonJanuary18, 2010, January17, 2011, andagainonJanuary
16, 2012. HRCCommissionerDavidChandlerrepresentstheHRContheRAAHS
BoardandisamemberoftheplanninggroupfortheWalk-a-Thon.  

UCRDiversityCertificateProgram: Overthepasttwoyears, theHRChascontinued
toworkwithUniversityofCaliforniaondevelopingaDiversityLeadershipInstitute (DLI).  
TheDLIisaninnovative, collaborative, community-basedtrainingprogramonall
aspectsofdiversityleadership.  

Mayor’sStateoftheCityAddress:   HRCwasaSilverSponsorofthiseventin2011.  

ParticipationinCommunityForums:  HRCcommissioners/staffregularlyattendthe
twice-monthlymeetingsofcommunityorganizationssuchasTheLatinoNetworkand



TheGroup.  ThisallowstheHRCtokeepattunedtoissuesfacingthecommunity
organizationsnetworkedintothesegroups.  

RiversideHeroesProject: , In2009MayorLoveridgeaskedtheHRCtodevelopa
RiversideHeroesprojectsimilartotheCNNNetwork’sHeroesproject. Theideawasto
useHRCasaplatformtoidentifyandrecognizeeverydayheroeswhohavecontributed
significantlytotheRiversidecommunityatayear-endreceptionandawardceremony.  
Sincethen, theHRChashostedtwoRiversideHeroesreceptions. In2010, theHRC
celebrated8RiversideHeroes. In2011, 11Heroes, ranginginagefrom11yearsto
96years, werehonored.  Inaddition, the2011HRCHeroesAwardreception
memorializedthreeadditionalGrierIcons—JackB. Clarke, Sr., Augustine “Teen”  
Flores, andElizaTibbets—ontheGrierPavilion. The2011GrierIconsjoin13Icons,  
amongthemlegendaryfigureslikeRiversidefounderJohnNorthandKeeperoftheInn
FrankMiller, whoweresohonoredattheopeningoftheGrierPavilionin2008. LA
TimescolumnistSandyBanksgavethekeynotespeechattheeventandwasattended
bysome135people, includingthefamiliesanddescendantsoftheIcons.   

RiversideDayofInclusion:  PerHRC’srecommendation, CityCouncildeclared
December17asRiverside’sDayofInclusion. Thisdayhonorsthecontributionsofall
immigrantstoCaliforniaandRiverside.  Inconjunctionwiththisdeclaration, Councilalso
reaffirmeditscommitmenttodiversityandthe “BuildingaMoreInclusiveRiverside
Community” statement.  HRCandtheMulticulturalCouncilofRiversidehostedaspecial
showingofthefilm “SpeakinginTongues” tocommemoratethe2011DayofInclusion.   

FamilyVillageFestival:   HRCisasponsoroftheFamilyVillageFestival, also
dedicatedtotherichnessofRiverside’sdiversity. 

LOOKINGFORWARD

IncarryingoutthegoalsandtheaccomplishmentsofourmissionandtheInclusive
CommunityStatement, theHRChascommitted $2,500tothedevelopingCesarChavez
monumentonMainStreetinDowntownRiversideandisasponsoroftheproject.  The
monumentisexpectedtobeunveiledinfallof2012. 

HRChasbegunitsplanningfortheHeroes2012event, tentativelyscheduledforthe
monthofDecemberinconjunctionwiththe2012DayofInclusionandtheannual
reaffirmationoftheInclusiveCommunitystatement. AsanessentialeventforRiverside,  
HRCwillcontinuetodevelopthisintoasignatureeventoftheCommission. 

InthecomingyeartheHRCwillcontinuetoidentifyareasofcommunityconcern,  
developresponsestomeetthoseconcerns, andworkwithotherpublic, privateand
community, entitiestoensurefairandjusttreatmentforallinRiverside.  

Thankyouagainforyourpatience, andallthesupportyouhavegivenus.  

Regards, 

GeorgiaWarnke
Chair


